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SETTLEMENT IN THE CASE OF ROCIO R. V. BELSHÉ

The purpose of this All County Welfare Directors Letter is to notify counties of a
settlement in the class action case of Rocio R. v. Belshé.  Under the terms of the
settlement, the Department of Health Services (DHS) may not seek repayment of
Medi-Cal benefits that were legitimately received.  Under terms of the settlement of this
case, a notice was sent to specific individuals who were told they owed DHS money.  A
copy of the notice is enclosed for your information.  A second notice, to those who have
not responded, is anticipated.  You will receive an informational copy should this occur.
Counties should note that claims in response to these notices are sent directly to state
DHS’s staff for response.  County welfare offices should not be affected by issuance of
these notices.  However, if a claimant asks for help, counties should direct them to call
plaintiff’s counsel Ms. Rosemary Bishop at (619) 233-7263, fax (619) 233-4828 or
Mr. Charles Wolfinger at (858) 272-8115, fax (858) 272-0069, and to send the
completed claim form to the address indicated on the form.  Ms. Bishop speaks
Spanish, and her address is 303 “A” Street, Suite 310, San Diego, California 92101.
Mr. Wolfinger’s address is 4662 Cass Street, San Diego, California 92109.

In addition to the notices described above, under the terms of the settlement, DHS
may not advise Medi-Cal applicants or beneficiaries on the interpretation or application
of Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) rules or regulations, or the effect that
receipt of Medi-Cal may have on a person’s immigration status.

In accordance with long-standing Medi-Cal policies, county welfare departments
must not provide advice to Medi-Cal applicants or beneficiaries on matters
relating to federal immigration policies.  Applicants or beneficiaries who have
questions about their immigration status (or about the effect that receipt of
Medi-Cal will have on immigration status) should be advised to contact an
immigration lawyer or a local legal aid organization for advice.
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In addition, county Medi-Cal staff must not distribute any information materials on public
charge with the exception of official INS documents that have been reviewed and
approved for distribution by the California DHS.  To date, DHS has reviewed and
approved the following INS documents for distribution:

• A Quick guide to Public Charge and Receipt of Public Benefits
October 18, 1999

•      A Quick Guide to Public Charge and Receipt of Public Benefits
(California Edition) November 4, 1999

• Public Charge Fact Sheet May 25, 1999

• Public Charge Questions and Answers May 25, 1999

All of these documents are available on the INS web site at: www.ins.usdoj.gov
in the public information section of the public affairs page.  Please note that if
counties choose to distribute these documents to Medi-Cal applicants or
beneficiaries, they must be distributed in their entirety.  Do not distribute excerpts
or portions of these documents.

If you have additional questions regarding this matter, please contact
Mr. John Zapata of my staff at (916) 657-0725.

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY

Angeline Mrva, Chief
Medi-Cal Eligibility Branch
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